






For a Loss of Ventilation in the Laboratory (Loss of containment) 
1. In the event of any ventilation disruption (loss of negative airflow to the laboratory), 

notify personnel, stop all work, secure all biohazardous materials and evacuate the 
laboratory. 

2. Place a notice on the door informing personnel of the loss of ventilation and not to enter 
the lab. 

3. Notify Facilities, Planning and Engineering at (713)-500-FIXT (3489) and EHS at (713)-
500-5832 to initiate return of ventilation to the appropriate level. 

4. All laboratory work should be suspended until the appropriate ventilation (negative 
airflow) to the laboratory can be restored. 

For a Loss of an Animal Exposed to Biohazardous Materials or recombinant or synthetic 
nucleic acid molecules 

1. If there is a loss of an animal that has been exposed to biohazardous materials, secure the 
laboratory and attempt to catch the animal if possible.  

2. Use a clean cage top for trapping the animal if necessary. If unable to do so, notify a 
member of the CLAMC staff immediately for any assistance.  

3. DO NOT place the animal back in the cage with other animals. This animal may have 
acquired pathogens from the floor that could then contaminate the entire colony. Such 
animals should be placed in a new cage and then euthanized or the cage should be clearly 
labeled that it contains an escaped animal. 



This policy has been reviewed and approved by the Institutional Biosafety Committee. 
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